November 28, 2008

Friday Reading

To prevent His disciples from asking the time of His coming, Christ said: “About that hour no one knows, neither the angels nor the Son, it is not for you to know the times or moments.” He has kept those things hidden so that we may keep watch, each of us thinking He will come in own our day. If He had revealed the time of His coming, His coming would have lost its savor; it would no longer be an object of yearning for the nations and the age in which it will be revealed. He promised that He would come but did not say when He would come, and so all generations and ages await Him eagerly.

Though the Lord has established the signs of His coming, the time of their fulfillment has not been plainly revealed. These signs have come and gone with a multiplicity of change; more than that, they are still present, His final coming is like His first. As holy persons and prophets waited for Him, thinking that He would reveal Himself in their own day, so today each of the faithful longs to welcome Him in our own day, because Christ has not made plain the day of His coming.

He has not made it plain for this reason especially, that no one may think that He whose power and dominion rule all numbers and times is ruled by fate and time. He described the signs of His coming; how could what He has Himself described be hidden from Him? Therefore He used these words to increase respect for the signs of His coming, so that from that day forward all generations and ages might think that He would come gain in their own day.

Keep watch; when the body is asleep nature takes control of us, and what is done is not done by our will but by force, by the impulse of nature. When deep listlessness takes possessions of the soul, for example, faint-heartedness or melancholy, the enemy overpowers it and makes it do what it does not will. The force of nature, the enemy of the soul, is in control.

When the Lord commanded us to be vigilant, He meant vigilance in both parts of ourselves: in body, against the tendency to sleep; in the soul, against lethargy and timidity. As Scripture says: “Wake up, you just, and I have risen, and I am still with you,” and again: “Do not lose heart. Therefore, having this ministry, we do not lose heart.”

A reading from a scriptural commentary of Ephrem of Edesssa, deacon (373)

Prayers

Collect for the Beginning of the Church Year

Eternal Lord God, our Father, who by Your grace have this day permitted us to enter a new Church year, we implore You to pour upon Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have free course and be preached to the joy and upbuilding of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Collect for the Season of Advent

Almighty God, heavenly Father, bestow on us Your grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility, that in the Last Day when He will come again in His glorious Majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may then rise to the life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord.

Collect for the First Sunday of Advent

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You now live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Divine Honors Bestowed

Dear Father, I am a poor and offensive person. Who am I that my soul is named the bride of Christ, and the Son of God the bridegroom? The eternal majesty has condescended to come into my poor flesh and blood and truly unite Himself with me. This is an honor not even bestowed on the angels in heaven. From head to toe I am full of pollution, corruption, and offense before You. How then can I be considered His beloved, and be one in body with the high, eternal, glorious majesty? Since You want it so, O be praised and thanked in all eternity. Amen

For Help in Time of Need

Dear Father, in the midst of anguish and need, I am in great trouble. My brother has his trials which the devil increases. This is not the time to ask whether I am godly or worthy. Help me now in this time of need, as You said You would. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The First Sunday of Advent

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 350, “Come Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

Hymn of the Day, LSB 332, “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Distribution Hymns, LSB 341, “Lift Up Your Head, Ye Mighty Gates” & LSB 331, “The Advent of Our King”
Old Testament Reading, 1 Kings 1:32-40

32King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the king. 33And the king said to them, “Take with you the servants of your LORD and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him king over Israel. Then blow the trumpet and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, for he shall be king in my place. And I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.”

36And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May the LORD, the God of my LORD the king, say so. 37As the LORD has been with my LORD the king, even so may he be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my LORD King David.”

38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David’s mule and brought him to Gihon. 39There Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, “Long live King Solomon!”

40 And all the people went up after him, playing on pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth was split by their noise. 

· Many nations endure a transition of power without a son succeeding a father; why was it necessary for Solomon to assume the throne of his father David?

· As the son of David, Solomon had at his disposable treasures to enrich his anointing, so why would he ride his father’s mule?

Epistle, Romans 13:8-14
8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far-gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

· What is the chief demand of every commandment? Hint: how has Luther begun the explanations of the commandments?

· In what way does one cast off works of darkness and put on the Lord Jesus Christ?

Gospel, Matthew 21:1-9

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”

4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5”Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’“

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
· The similarities between Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and Solomon’s anointing are evident. For what purpose has our Lord followed that pattern?

· When the crowds shout Hosanna, what are they praying and singing?

Announcements

Sunday, 11/30

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 12/2

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Education Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir (no choir on Thursday 12/4)

Wednesday, 12/3

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: The Council of Constantinople

· 12:00 p.m., Advent Midweek Noon Service

· 1:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon. All are welcome

· 6:00 p.m., Soup Supper

· 7:00 p.m., Advent Midweek – Vespers

Thursday, 12/4

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Elders

Sunday, 12/7, 2nd Sunday of Advent

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Malachi 4:1-6; Romans 15:4-13; Luke 21:25-36)

God’s Stewards

The Old Testament laws that proclaimed that all the first-born and all first-fruits were holy to the Lord also taught the proper relationship to property. The intention was to remind Israel that everything belongs to the Lord; the first-born brought into the presence of God served to proclaim that all the rest belonged to God. To clarify this further, the entire nation of Israel was called “My first-born” (Exodus 4:22). The choice of one people was possible because all others are His also. And through His chosen people today, the Church, God still desires to proclaim this truth—He desires that all in Christ would belong to Him and enjoy fellowship with Him.

Missions

Trinity is linked to Thailand, where long-term missionary Sarah Longmire serves. "I participated in a Thai youth gathering of sorts-'Joy in Christ Camp.' Another long-term missionary, Betsy, and I went with our team members, plus some others from our church, to a camp outside of Bangkok and took about 30 kids with us! We had an opportunity to enjoy the company of children who had once been students at the BangNa Concordia Daycare Center, which is the place where I will be working after language school. These children come from the slums of that area and we are trying to maintain connections with them and their families. A Thai coworker, La, organized an outreach camp for urban kids-we took them into the country! It was a most wonderful experience. Singing, praying, playing, learning, speaking, listening, laughing, and smiling with these children was such a blessing. They come from Buddhist families and many had their Buddhist amulet necklaces on, but they were singing about Jesus' love. They were being shown God's love through the care of our team and through each teachers with whom they came. It was truly a great outreach and learning opportunity. God allowed me to make friends with children with whom I could barely speak."

Christmas Pageant

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service, which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th & December 20th at 9:30 a.m. & during Sunday School on the 21st.
The Prayer List 

At the beginning of Advent, we re-create the prayer list. If you want a family member or friend to remain on the prayer list, please contact the church office at 650-853-1295.

Christmas Poinsettias

Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
Seminary Support

A new letter from Seminarian Neil Carlson has been posted on the Parish Hall bulletin board.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, 1 Kings 1:32-40

· Many nations endure a transition of power without a son succeeding a father; why was it necessary for Solomon to assume the throne of his father David? The Lord had promised to David (2 Samuel 7) that he would always have a son sit upon his throne. Though in different language, it takes up the promise given to Abraham in Genesis 12, and it foreshadows the Incarnation.
· As the son of David, Solomon had at his disposable treasures to enrich his anointing, so why would he ride his father’s mule? Rather than sitting upon a warhorse, he rides a beast of burden, an animal of peace, suggesting what kind of kingdom he brings.
Epistle, Romans 13:8-14
· What is the chief demand of every commandment? Hint: how has Luther begun the explanations of the commandments? We should fear and love God that  . . . Love of God – love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.
· In what way does one cast off works of darkness and put on the Lord Jesus Christ? We flee from that which is contrary to God’s love and will, avoiding those matters that obscure or stain God’s character or conceal the our death and resurrection in Christ Jesus. We first of all hear His many promises and meditate on His word, so that the new seed of life is planted in us, so that as the Word grows, His life may be revealed in us.

Gospel, Matthew 21:1-9

· The similarities between Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and Solomon’s anointing are evident. For what purpose has our Lord followed that pattern? He demonstrated that He was bringing to completion the promise given to David (2 Samuel 7; see Matthew 1).
· When the crowds shout Hosanna, what are they praying and singing? They were asking God to rescue them – Hosanna = save us now. In the name of the Lord recognizes that Jesus has been sent according to the Father’s purposes. This we sing as we prepare to receive the Sacrament – Christ comes to His people, for our salvation.


